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OBC NEWSLETTER 

The Presidential Pint 
By Will Minderhout 

        

The year is winding down quickly and it's packed full! Fall Classic is 
the first weekend of November and we are looking at well over 300 
entries. A huge thanks to Jim Thompson for organizing and to the 
bottle sorters, judges, and stewards that make it all happen. Thank 
you for brewing and entering your beer! 

Learn to Homebrew Day is Saturday, November 5. Come join Brian 
Haslip at F.H. Steinbarts for a brewing demonstration and BBQ. 

November 10 is the annual Club Elections Meeting. You have a say in 
the leadership of your Club and your vote is important. I look forward 
to hearing the speeches election night. We've had a lot of interest from 
potential candidates and it's nice to see a great mix of returning Board 
members running along with new blood looking to further the Club. 
Most positions will run opposed this year and it's refreshing to see 
this much volunteerism that it takes to serve the Club.  

Mark your calendar for December 10th, our Club Holiday Party. We 
return to the Odd Fellows Hall in St Johns. Volunteers are needed to 
pull this off and you'll be hearing more about requests to help coming 
soon. 

     Cheers, 

President Will Minderhout
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Competition Corner 

15th Annual Fall Classic Homebrew Competition
Photos by member Jon Larson (@jonpdx)

This month the Oregon Brew Crew and Ecliptic 
Brewing hosted the annual "Fall Classic" 
competition in North Portland. Over 200 people 
participated as event staff, judges, stewards, 
supporters and most importantly, brewers! 3 
months of planning, a week of sorting and 
labeling, 2 days of judging, and in the case of a 
few sours beers, over two years of brewing 
and aging went into this large regional 
competition which attracted 338 entries from 
14 different states.

As is usual for a club of our size and history, 
the local brewing community was extremely 
generous, donating their time, money, 
equipment, free beer and brewing 
experiences to the club, participants and 
winners of the competition. This year eight 
Oregon breweries will brew winning beers 
(or brew with winning brewers) including 
Ecliptic, Breakside, Burnside, The 
Commons, Bent Shovel, Ancestry Brewing, 
Ruse Brewing and Ordnance Brewing. Over 
$1,500 worth of "schwag" and brewing gear 
was also thrown in to help raise money for 
the club as part of our "Judge's Raffle".

With rumors that most BJCP competitions 
were receiving less entries than anticipated 
this year, the competition committee worked 
overtime to promote the event and arrange 
for more drop-off locations than in past years. 
Board member and finalist Jon Campbell 
even picked up entries from Eugene after an 
Oregon Ducks game! Committee member 
Jenn and Cellar-master Seth tackled the 
daunting task of managing almost 1,000 
individual bottles in the cooler, working with 
Head Steward Dan May and his team of 
awesome stewards to keep bottles flowing 
quickly and at just the right judging 
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temperatures. Another critical job of the steward team was to keep the event organizers 
updated on open bottles worth tasting after judging was complete!

This was the first time that the OBC 
ran a competition against the 
complete updated 2015 BJCP 
guidelines. Following on the Heart 
of Cascadia in May, which 
highlighted only American IPA and 
Specialty IPA, the Fall Classic 
recognized finalists in these two 
highly competitive categories, along 
with 28 other combined styles. 
While new 2015 categories such as 
"American Wild Ale", "Historical 
Beer" and "Trappist Ale" give 
brewers more opportunities for 
recognition and awards, many 

smaller categories were combined into broader 
groups. Judge Director Eric worked diligently to recruit 
judges, design judging tables, group and ungroup 
categories, and attempt to keep track of a constantly 
changing list of interested and available judges.

By the time the raffle began Saturday afternoon, an 
expert panel of judges had begun selecting the best 
of the best. BJCP "Master" judges Bill Schneller and 
Randy Scorby were joined by commercial brewers 
Abram Goldman-Armstrong (Cider Riot and former 
OBC board member), Phil Roche (Ecliptic) and Paul 
Anderson (Deschutes/OBC Member). As a possible 
first in club history, the OBC did not take any of the 
top 4 spots, although club members did take home 37 
of 94 awards and medals. Lastly the Fall Classic was 
the final qualifying event of the inaugural OSHBOTY 
(Oregon State Homebrewer of the Year) competition. 
Look for final results to be posted at www.oshboty.org 
sometime in November.

Fall Classic takes a huge amount of effort from the 
club, membership and sponsors. Thank you to 
EVERYONE who helped make this a great event! 
Let's all get brewing so we can take more medals in 
2017! 
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2016 Fall Classic Committee: Jim Thompson, Eric and Lisa Hinson, Alex Brehm, Jenn and 
Jeremie McPolanders, Seth Jacobsen, Dan May and Lance McNulty

2016 Fall Classic Sponsors

2016 Fall Classic Results - http://fallclassic.oregonbrewcrew.org
 

�4

http://fallclassic.oregonbrewcrew.org


November 2016 Volume 39, Issue 11 
  

Upcoming Regional Competitions 

Want to get an early start on 2017 OBC Cup Competition? Check out 
these upcoming regional events in the next few months:

Humpy's Big Fish Homebrew Competition - Anchorage, AK
December 3rd, 2016
Deadline: December 1st (but you need to ship to Alaska!)
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Gnbc1/events/

Stout Bout (Portland Brewers Collective) - Portland, OR
January 28th, 2017
Deadline: January 20th (drop at Baerlic or Steinbarts)
http://pbcstoutbout.com

2017 GEBL IPA Bracket Challenge - Everett, WA
February 11th, 2017
Deadline: February 4th (no Portland area drop-off posted)
http://www.gebl.org/articles/2017-gebl-ipa-bracket-challenge/ 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Education 
Resources

How do you improve your beer making skills?  If you just made a batch of suboptimal brew, 
and you've scoured your notes (you do take notes right?) and you just can't seem to figure 
out how or where to improve, what do you do?

The best thing to do is get your beer in the mouth of an experienced homebrewer who can 
provide you feedback.  You can also enter it in a BJCP sanctioned competition to get 
feedback from a trained judge.  But ultimately it's up to you to problem solve and find areas 
to improve.  This is where your list of trusted resources comes into play.  Books are a great 
source of knowledge and history that are valuable and affordable to have in your library. 
Brewers Publications print several books that are most helpful to all levels of brewers.http://
www.brewerspublications.com/books/

Internet sites such as http://www.homebrewtalk.com are amazing pools of resources.  They 
have copious archived articles for the beginner or the advanced brewer, and of course their 
forums.  Forums can be a great resource for brewing information because you can bet 
someone has gone down the same path you have and have asked the community the same 
questions.  Just beware that misinformation can be spread just as easily as truth. 

In the long run you'll learn from experience and become a proficient or perhaps a master 
brewer, just be willing to share that info to the next up-and-coming homebrewer!

Jason Barker - Education Chair 
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BEHOLD!
--AS I MAKE A  
PINT OF BEER
  APPEAR…

…AND    
DISAPPEAR!

HE GLEANS INSPIRATION FROM THE
                               ANCIENT HYMN TO
                            NINK ASI!

HE SUMMONS THE
FINEST MALTED
BARLEY THROUGH
A MYSTICAL
COSMIC
WORMHOLE!

EXQUISITE
CASCADIAN
HOPS ARE
CONJURED
INTO THE
BOIL!

THE
INTER-
GALACTIC
YE AST
BE AST
PROVIDES
ALMOST
INSTANTANEOUS
FERMENTATION!

HE SOAKS THE
       MALT WITH
     WATER FROM

     THE TIGRIS,
     EUPHRATES,

           AND NILE!

http://www.brewerspublications.com/books/
http://www.brewerspublications.com/books/
http://www.homebrewtalk.com/
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~ Burgermeister News ~ 
What month is it? Election month! Come to our in-house meeting for our annual 
election and vote again for your favorite chili!  

That’s right, folks, November brings you the  
ANNUAL CHILI COOKING CONTEST! 

Please let me know if you would like to participate. I will provide the power for your Crock-pots, 
mini-bowls, napkins and eating utensils.  I will also bring shredded cheese, sour cream, corn bread 
and Fritos. 

If you are participating, please bring a serving spoon and sign describing your dish – main 
ingredients and heat level - but leave your name off of the document.  Any type of chili is welcome, 
chicken, beef, veggie, bean… sky’s the limit! 

There will be prizes for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners.  Real, actual, prizes, not ribbons! ☺  I 
will send a reminder with prizes announced before the event. 

If you do not want to bring chili, any yummy dish or side will be welcomed, as always. And beer is a 
must in order to get those bowls of yummy heat down!  If you have any questions please feel free to 
message me.  

Finally, a special thank you and congrats to Jodi Campbell who brought the winning fudges for the 
10th Annual Merlemorial Habanero Fudge Competition. Not one, people, but two!... delicious… hot… 
fudgy… desserts!  Her Fireball Habanero took top place. Go, Jodi! 

Finally, a big shout out – THANK YOU! – to everyone who brought food to the Hair of the Dog 
October meeting:  Roy Nifoussi, David Stanford, Jon Martin, Tom Fentress, Sander M.,  Jason Barker, 
Melanie Raies, Diane Newton-Prior, Caren Rockwood, Brian Haslip, Lance McNulty, Corrie Heath, 
Mark & Holly Walla, Alex Brehm, Pam & Colleen Walker, Mark & Val Sheppard, Jeff Orr, Charles 
Macaluso, Kate Reyes, Jodi Campbell & Grace Schrick.  (Apologies if there are any misspellings, I was 
reading your handwriting!) 

! ! !  
Meagan Thompson, Burgermeister,  Cell: 818-636-0550.  
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Elections!!! 
Meeting at F.H. Steinbarts on 11/10/16 at 
7:00PM (Closed meeting, Members only) 

If you can not be at the meeting to vote a 
absentee ballot and candidate synopsis will be 

sent out prior to the meeting. 

Voting will be for all board positions as well as 
on the yearly budget. 
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Don't forget the OBC Pilot System! 
Fabulous upgrades to the Pilot System! 

This year, we decided to spend the full pilot system budget on much needed upgrades and 
improvements. A Brobdingnagian thank you to Brian Haslip for ordering the parts and assembling/
transfiguring the system! Great job! 

Some of the improvements include: 
• Added a 2nd, better pump on a new 

stand 
• Improved the existing pump 
• Added switches to both pumps 
• replaced all of the hoses 
• Added a sparge arm 
• replaced the thermometers with a 

digital one 
• Added a 3rd burner high BTU 

(Blichmann stand donated by Jim 
Thompson), that thing is a massive 
improvement! 

Future improvements will include: 
• replacing the other burners with high 

BTU 
• etching of the interior of the keggles 
• possible new keggles to expand the 

system 
• Others? Your suggestions requested 

In addition to the amazing upgrades and 
improvements, we are also improving the 
sign-out process.  
There are new forms to complete that will 
allow you to request specific parts instead of 
the entire thing. This will enable multiple 
members to utilize the system simultaneously. 
Look for the new sign-out form online in 2016 
to reflect these changes. 

Any questions? Send them to 
dylan.vandetta@oregonbrewcrew.org. 
Happy brewing! 

Dylan 

mailto:dylan.vandetta@oregonbrewcrew.org
mailto:dylan.vandetta@oregonbrewcrew.org
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How To Earn Member of the 
Year Points (MOY) 
Do you volunteer your time to the 
club and want recognition? Do you 
want to win a lot of awesome prizes? 
Have you heard of the Member of the 
Year Competition but don’t know 
how to submit your points? I am here 
to help. 
Pretty much anytime you are 
donating your time, beer, or food to 
the club you can earn points. The 
Member of the Year Competition is a 
member only competition that 
recognizes our members 
participation. The member with the 
most points at the end of the year will 
be awarded the prestigious Silver 
Bung Award at the clubs holiday 
party. 
Below is a chart showing the Karma 
Point Schedule: 
Okay, now that you have earned them 
how do you submit them? 
To submit your Member of the Year 
points simply go to 
OregonBrewCrew.org. 
From the main page click the 
“competition” tab then “for 
members” and last “Member of the 
Year”. This page will have a self-
explanatory form that you will fill out 
with your name, email, a description 
of how you earned the points and 
how many points you are submitting. 
Members are responsible for 
submitting their own points. Make 
sure to submit them as soon as you earn them so you aren’t playing catch up. 
All members that submit more than 5 points will earn raffle tickets for the 
holiday party. Members will receive 1 raffle ticket for every 5 points submitted. 
I hope this has helped some of you. Happy volunteering! 
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Member of the Year (MOY) Standings (as 
of November 7)

Charles Macaluso    343 

Alex Brehm     121 

Michele Lish    105 

Tom Fentress    101 

Sean Sanders    100 

Doug Ballou     85 

Corrie Heath    70 

Mike Jackson    69 

Tyler Brotherton    55 

Don Klover     52 

Lee Hedgmon    35 

Lisa Hinson     30 

Lisa Barker     30 

Grace Schrick    30 

Seth Jacobson    22 

Russ Eisenberg    20 

Rodney Kibzey    20 

Keith Orr     20 

Mark Glasby     15 

Jim Sullins     15 

Shawn Duffy    10 

Dave Hamilton    7 

Carling Kirk     5 
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2016 Board of Directors  

President, Will Minderhout 

will.minderhout@oregonbrewcrew.org 

Vice President, Brian Haslip 

brian.haslip@oregonbrewcrew.org 

Treasurer, Dylan VanDetta  

dylan.vandetta@oregonbrewcrew.org  

Secretary, Jodi Campbell  

jodi.campbell@oregonbrewcrew.org  

Education Committee Chair, Jason Barker 

jason.barker@oregonbrewcrew.org  

Competition Committee Chair, Jim Thompson 

jim.thompson@oregonbrewcrew.org 

Communications Chair, Jon Campbell  

jon.campbell@oregonbrewcrew.org 

Festival Coordinator, Eric Hinson 

eric.hinson@oregonbrewcrew.org 

Bürgermeister, Meagan Thompson 

meagan.thompson@oregonbrewcrew.org 

Historian, Jeremie Landers  

historian@oregonbrewcrew.org  

OBC Cup Standings (as of November 7)

Charles Macaluso  690 
Rodney Kibzey    533 
Jim Thompson   507 
Jason Barker   241 
Lee Hedgmon   198 
Alex Brehm   196 
Jenn McPoland   53 
Tim Brinson   48 
Eric Hinson   32 
Jon Campbell   26 
Doug Ballou   24 
Seth Jacobson   15 
Sean Morrison   10 
Grace Schrick   8 
Dave Hamilton   2 

Important: The cutoff for 2016 OBC Cup 
points is midnight, November 30th. All 
points will be verified and checked prior to 
the Holiday Party and final awards. 
December points will rollover to 2017.

If you are willing to write up an article for 
the newsletter please email me at 
jon.campbell@oregonbrewcrew.org 
OBC Website 
http://www.oregonbrewcrew.org 
OBC Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
41701213570/ 
OBC Twitter 
@OregonBrewCrew 
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